CHARACTER TRAIT OF
THE MONTH.;
CITIZENSHIP

October: PK-
2" Grade

Whatis Citizenship: The
Dictionary defines itas “the state
of being vested with the Rights,
Privileges, and Duties of a citizen”.

What does it mean to be a good citizen?

You are a good citizen when you follow the rules and help
to make the community betteraround you.

Ways of Showing Good Citizenship

Show Respectto Rules,People, Property: We have
rules to keep you and others safe, so we wantto follow the
rules. We respectpeople by treating them the way we
want to be treated, even when we do not agree with them
or we do not like something they are doing. We take care
of people’s property. We do not break things that do not
belongto us. We do not throw our trash on the ground and
leave it for others to pick up.

Be Honestand Trustworthy: Honesty is always the best
policy. Being honest helps you take responsibility for your
actions.

Be Responsible: Anytime we have a right or a privilege,
we have responsibilities.

“Ask not what your Country can do for you. Ask
what you can do for your Country.” John F Kennedy

Are you A
Citizen?

You are a citizen.
You are a citizen
In your family, in
your school, and
in your
community. You
do not have to be
a Citizen of the
United States, to
be a good citizen
in your family,
school and
community.




Citizenship at Home
Rights/Privileges

You have a place to sleep and an area to keep
your things (clothes, shoes, toys, etc)

You may have a pet
You have clothes, shoes, and toys

You may have video games or cell phones

Responsibilities

You have to keep your area clean and your
things picked up

You have to take care of your pet by giving it
food and water. It may need to go on walks or
to be pet.

You have to take care of your clothes, shoes,
andtoys. You may have to help with chores
around the house to get or keep them too.

Citizenship Characteristics at Home:

Honesty

Kindness
Compassion
Respect

Responsibility

Always tell the truth. If you lie, you will lose trust
and it takes a long time to earn back trust.

Be nice to your parents, brothers, and sisters.
Think aboutother's and notjust yourself.

Treat your family the way you wantto be
treated.

Follow the rules and help take care of your
home.



Citizenship in School
Rights/Privileges

You have access to the computers at school

You have books that you are able to read at
school

You have playgrounds you get to play on at
school

You have a teacher who will help you learn
about science and math and work with you on
reading and writing.

Responsibilities

You have to take care of your computer and
follow the rules of using the computer.

You have to take care of the books and follow
the rules while using the books. You have to
put the books away when you are done using
them.

You have to take care of the playground and
follow the rules while you are playing on the
playground.

You have to show yourteachers respect. You
have to listen to the teacher, raise yourhand
when you wantto speak, and follow the
teacher’sinstructions.

Citizenship Characteristics in the
Classroom:

Honesty
Kindness
Compassion
Respect

Responsibility

Always tell the truth, don’tcheaton yourschool
work.

Be nice to your classmates and fellow students.
Think aboutother's and notjust yourself.

Treat other's the way you wantto be treated.

Follow the rules, take care of your school,
complete your school work



Tommy Learns About Being A Good Citizen

Tommy was visiting his grandmother forthe weekend. He loved to visit his
grandma. She made him cookies. They would play games together.

Grandma had dinnerready to go as soon as they arrived. Tommy satwith his mom,
dad, and grandma at dinnerand they began talking about his school.

Grandma asked Tommy, “what is your favorite thing to do in school this year?”

Tommy replied, “gardening club. | get to plant flowers and vegetables”.

“Oh, that sounds wonderful” said grandma. “Are you learning a lot aboutthe
vegetables and plants?”

“Yes, and | love to see the lizards out by the plants and vegetablestoo. | wantto be
a reptile specialistwhen | grow up.”

“‘Well that sounds very exciting. It sounds like your science is covered. How do you
like math?”

“It's boring.” Tommy said with a sigh.

“‘Okay, | understandyou feelthat way, but math is very important. Did you know
that math helps us in every otherarea of our lives? It can help us adults as we are
shopping, payingbills, or buying a car. Math also teaches us to think by following
steps, which helps us we get older to think logically. It's okay that math isn’t your
favorite, as long as you still try your hardestand do well. How about history or
reading?”

Tommy stood up as he exclaimed, “| almostforgot, we read about history this last
week. We were learning aboutcitizenship. We learned how to be a good citizen
and | learned about freedom. Did you know | can say anything | wantbecause | am
a citizen and | have freedom?”

Grandmatook a deep breath and smiled. “Well honey, that does sound fantastic.
But, you do know that while you have the freedomto say anything you wantin this
country, not everythingis the right thing to say. Youare a citizen, so youwantto be
a good citizen. Youwantto use yourwords to build people up and make them feel
better aboutthemselves. You don’t want to hurt people with your words. Just
because you won’tgo to jail for saying something, doesn’t mean you should say
whateveryou wantall the time. You also need to rememberthat just because you
won’t go to jail for saying something doesn’tmean you won’tend up in time out for
what you have said.”



“‘Grandma, if there are things | shouldn’tsay, how do | know what they are?” Tommy
asked.

“I'll tell you the easiestway to know if you should say something ornot. If you don’t
have anythingnice to say, then don’tsay anythingatall. And if you don’tknow if it

is nice to say or not, ask yourselfif you would want someone to say it aboutyou.”
Tommy'’s parents smiled and nodded in agreementwith Grandma.

‘I canrememberthat. We also learned that we have the freedom to believe anything
we want to believein.”

“Wow, you really are learning about some of the things that make this country
special. Yes, we all have the right to believe whatwe would like. Thatis why we
have so many differenttypes of churches and faiths in this country. As goodasit is
to be able to believe how we want, the responsibility with this right can be hard.
When we believe something, we want others to believe the same way we do. We all
have the freedom to believe whatwe want so we need to make sure that we do not
treat people differently or badly if they don’tbelieve the same way we do. We want
to show respectto everyone at all times.”

“Okay grandma, butthen | have a question.” Tommy stated.

“Yes dear” Grandma replied.

“Well, what if someoneisn’tnice to us? My friend Billy called me stupid becausell
said the bestcolor everwas green and he thinks the best coloris blue. | told him he
was stupider. Was that okay since he said it first?”

“‘No dear. He shouldn’thave called you stupid, but we can’t control otherpeople.
We can only control ourselves. We have to choose to be kind. We canlead by

example and show people how to be good citizens”.

Mom and Dad again nodded in agreementwith Grandma. This time Tommy’s mom
jumped in with “it is okay to tell Billy that it isn’t nice to call people names and that
you can believe differently and still be friends. We don’t always have to agree with
other people, butwe have to showthemrespectand that means that we do not say

mean things when they do not agree with us.”
“‘Okay, | understand” Tommy said. “Can we have some cookies now?”

“Of course we can.” Grandma gotup to get the cookies as Tommy satat the table
with his mom and dad. Tommy looked sad.

“‘What’'s wrong pal?”asked Tommy’s dad.



‘I was meanto my friend. | called him stupider.” Tommy cried.
“Well, you can call him to apologize. It will all be okay.” Tommy’s dad replied.
Mom asked Tommy, “So honey, whatare some ways you can be a good citizen?”

Tommy began reciting, “you can help your teacherclean the classroom, you can
pick up trash in the park, you can help someone up if they fall down, you have to be
honest, you have to be nice to everyone, and you cannot be selfish”.

“Wow, that is a very good start to your list of being a good citizen. Maybe tomorrow,
we can go out and look for ways we can be a good citizen together.”

Grandma came backin with the cookies and milk. As they ate their cookies,
Grandma told Tommy and his parents “You know, there are more freedoms than
just being able to say whatyou would like and believe whatyou would like. In this
country, we can chooseto be anything we wantto be and we can work really hard
to getto that point. Many countries don’tallow this. Thatis why so many people
want to come to this country. They wantthe chance we have. In this country,you
getto choosethe life youwant, you just have to make good choices, work hard at

everythingyou do, and rememberto always do the nextright thing.”

They finished eating their cookies. Tommy gave his parents and grandma a hug
good nightand wentto bed thinking abouthow he could be a good citizen by just
focusing on the nextright thing.



Ways
1)

2)
3)

4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

to be a Good Citizen in the United States:

Learn aboutthe history of the United States. When
we know our past, we can make sure we have a
better future.

Learn aboutthe mostimportant papers: Constitution,
Bill of Rights, Declaration of Independence

Learn our National Anthem, say the Pledge of
Allegiance, Fly the American Flag

Discussion:

1) What do you think it would look like if there were no rules at home?

2) What do you think it would be like if there were no rules at school?

3) Is there a rule that you think is really importantin school?

4) What do you think it would look like if there were no rules in our community?
5) Is there someoneyou think makes a good citizen and why?

6) Is there something you can doto be a good citizen?



Identifying Citizenship

Look at each line and decide if the situationis showing good citizenship

>

>

Adamis playing tag with his friend Mark in a grocery store. (No, this could be
dangerousto the people around them)

Susan goes with her mom to help collectfood for the local food bank. (Yes, trying
to help the community is very important)

Kyle stays after class to help his teacherclean up the classroom. (Yes, we
always wantto try and help clean up the messes we make)

Sarah sings the nationalanthem at the schoolfootballgame (Yes, she is taking
partin the most importantsong for our country).

The entire class stands and says the Pledge of Allegiance. (Yes, we all wantto
take part in the Pledge of Allegiance)

Scott throws his soda can on the ground and leaves it there. (No, we do not
leave our trash for others to pick up)

Stacy paints words and pictures on the side of her school building when she
knows this is againstthe rules. (No, we neverwantto paint on somethingthatis
not ours and we do not have permissionto paint. Thisis considered vandalism
andis illegal)

Lucy is driving around with her windows down and her radio very loud so people
all around herare listening to her radio. (This is not being a good citizen. Being a
good citizen is thinking about others. Lucy is making others listen to her music
and they may not wantto. This can also be a safety issue because the people
around her can’thear the emergency vehicle sirens overhermusic.)



Ways you can be a Better Citizen

At Home:
v" Help clean the house
v" Help set the dinner table
v" Help take care of pets
v" Help pick weeds from the yard
v" Help plant flowers in the yard
At School:
v' Help your teacher clean the classroom
v' Pick up after yourself
v' Throw away trash that you see on the ground
In the Community:
v" Go with your mom or dad to help at food bank
v" Go with your mom or dad to help with community clean up events
v Help with church events

v' Help at community events with your mom or dad



